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What are Creative Commons 



- Creative Commons licenses are copyright licenses. 

- They allow creators to voluntarily grant permission to the 
public to use their works under certain conditions. 

- They replace the usual "all rights reserved", with "some 
rights reserved". 

- Its use is free. 

- They are valid internationally. 



How do Creative Commons 
licenses work? 

Creative Commons licenses are designed in 3 layers: 



The legal code, "lawyer-readable", consists of the full text 
of the license, which is legally enforceable. 

The license summary, "human-readable", allows to know 
the main terms and conditions of the license. 

The computer code, "machine-readable", allows the 
license to be recognized by search engines and other 
applications. 


Image: ' Three "Lavers” Of Licenses ', by Creative Commons, available under CC BY . 






How do Creative Commons 
Licenses work? 


Creators can combine 4 elements to build the license 
they will use. Each element corresponds to a 
requirement 



BY NC ND SA 



The four elements of Creative 
Commons licenses 



Attribution (BY): It means that people who share or reuse the 
work must provide attribution to the creator. All Creative 
Commons licenses include this element. 


The four elements of Creative 
Commons licenses 



Noncommercial (NC): It means that people who share or 
reuse the work, cannot do so for commercial purposes. 


The four elements of Creative 
Commons licenses 



ShareAlike (SA): It means that people who create a derivative 
work (such as a translation or adaptation), can only distribute 
the derivative work under the same (or compatible) license. 


The four elements of Creative 
Commons licenses 


NoDerivatives (ND): It means that people cannot distribute 
derivative works. 


The six Creative Commons 
Licenses 


Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY): It allows copying and 
sharing the work, even for commercial purposes, as well as 
distributing derivative works, under the condition that 
attribution is made to the author. 







The six Creative Commons 
Licenses 


Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike (CC BY-SA): It 
allows copying and sharing the work, even for commercial 
purposes, as well as distributing derivative works, under the 
condition that attribution is made to the author and that, if 
derivative works are distributed, these must have the same 
license as the original work. 







The six Creative Commons 
Licenses 



Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivatives (CC BY-ND): It 
allows copying and sharing the work, even for commercial 
purposes, under the condition that attribution is made to the 
author and that no derivative works are distributed. 






The six Creative Commons 
Licenses 


Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY-NC): 
It allows copying and sharing the work only for 
non-commercial purposes, and under the condition that 
attribution is made to the author. 







The six Creative Commons 
Licenses 



Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
(CC BY-NC-SA): It allows copying and sharing the work only 
for non-commercial purposes, and under the condition that 
attribution is made to the author and that, if derivative works 
are distributed, these must have the same license as the 
original work. 







The six Creative Commons 
Licenses 



Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 
(CC BY-NC-ND): It allows copying and sharing the work only for 
non-commercial purposes, and under the condition that 
attribution is made to the author and that no derivative works 
are distributed. 







How to choose your Creative 
Commons license easily 


License Features 

Your choices on this panel will update the other panels on this page. 

Allow adaptations of your work to be shared? 

© 

® Yes O No O Yes, as long as others share alike 

Allow commercial uses of your work? 

© 


® Yes O No 


https://creativecommons.org/choose/ 


Creative Commons website provides an 
interactive tool to select your license easily. 

Answering only two questions ('Do you allow 
adaptations of your work to be shared?’, ‘Do 
you allow commercial uses of your work?’), 
the license selector provides you the license 
icon, the license notice to include in your 
work and the HTML code to include in your 
website. 


Image: screenshot of the webpage https://creativecommons.org/choose/. available under CC 







Public Domain Tools 


In addition to the 6 licenses, Creative Commons offers 2 
public domain tools. 



CC Zero (CCO): It is a legal tool that allows creators to 
dedicate their works to the public domain. 


PUBLIC 


Public Domain Mark: It is not a legal tool. It is a label that 
allows you to identify works that are in the public domain 
because their copyright term expired. 





The Creative Commons Spectrum 


This graphic sorts the 6 Creative Commons 
licenses and the CC Zero tool, from the least 
restrictive, below all, to the most restrictive. 
Above all, in red, copyright is located. 



The graphic also shows the legal tools 
compatible with the definition of free cultural 
work, published by a group of free culture 
advocates and experts on 

freedomdefined.org 
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Image: ' El semaforo de Creative Commons '. byTxopi, available on Ikusi makusi, under CCO . 
































Important considerations about 
Creative Commons licenses 

- Being copyright licenses, Creative Commons licenses 
only have an effect on the uses protected by copyright 
law. For this reason, Creative Commons licenses have no 
effect on works that are already in the public domain, nor 
on the uses of works that are made under a limitation or 
exception to copyright (including fair use). 



Creative Commons license icons and public domain tools 
icons are available at: 

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/ 





